HAT for GIRLS
This hat is a rectangle 12-14” long, gathered at each end with a strap for tying under the chin.

Double knitting wool and size 8 UK knitting needles (6 US, 4mm)

Cast on 4 stitches.  Knit each row for about 14-16” for the strap.

Then:

Row 1:
Increase* in every stitch (8 stitches)

Row 2:
K

Row 3:
Increase in every stitch (16 stitches)

Row 4:
K

Row 5:
Increase in every stitch (32 stitches)

Row 6:
K

Row 7:
Increase in every stitch (64 stitches)

Row 8:
K

Row 9:
K2, increase in next stitch, repeat across row, increase in last stitch (86 sts.)

*To increase/make another stitch, knit the stitch as normal in the front, but do not remove from needle.  Pull towards you and then place needle in back of that stitch through the back loop and knit also, then slide off needle.  You will now have 2 stitches where there once was one!
You may knit each row (garter stitch) or use any stitch design that you would like, for 12-14 inches. 
When your hat measures 12-14 inches, you will repeat the increase rows 1 through 9 above, only decreasing (knitting 2 stitches together) now instead of increasing, working these rows in reverse order starting with #9.
When you have decreased down to 4 stitches, knit another strap to match the first strap.

Variations to Basic Pattern: 

Feel free to add your favourite knitting stitch pattern or use contrasting colours to add some interest to the hat.

A simple way to add some interest to the hat is this stitch – it is very easy to do, and adds nice colour and texture to the work.

Main colour: Row 1 – k1, slip 1, k3, sl 1, k3, sl 1, etc. across row.



Row 2 – same as row 2, but for the slip stitch, bring wool forward as if to purl.

Contrast:
Row 3 – using contrast colour, k3, sl 1, k3, sl 1, etc. across the row.



Row 4 – same as row 3, but for the slip stitch, bring wool forward as if to purl.



Repeat these 4 rows until desired size.

(i.e. all rows are knit, except for the slip stitch, which is done as a purl slip stitch on the wrong side.)  It’s really easy, and adds a nice textured pattern.  You can use just the main colour throughout, or main colour and one contrast colour, or use several different contrast colours.
