RODMELL PARISH BROADBAND SURVEY
Broadband speeds in Rodmell are among the lowest in the UK.  The households with the fastest connections in the village receive headline speeds of around 1 Mbit/s; most do significantly worse than this.  (This compares with a UK average of 6.2 Mbit/s).
Speeds of this level are insufficient to allow people to use a wide range of services which are mainstream for people in most parts of the country. This includes well-known applications such as the BBC’s iPlayer video streaming service, as well as a range of online music and film services.  It also means that new services currently being developed such as home medical care for the elderly and infirm using online video, and online libraries, will be largely unavailable to us as they become more widespread.
We are currently exploring options for improving our broadband services.  This involves finding the best technical solution to bring faster data speeds to the parish and then finding the best way to distribute the signal to all households.  Fortunately, there are several options which can work for Rodmell; unfortunately all require investment in the right kit.  We are therefore also examining both public and private funding options to improve our service.
The key to making a success of this is demand.  We need to prove to both technology solution providers and to potential funders that there is real interest in Rodmell in paying for faster broadband services.  It is critical that we gather information from as many internet users as possible to demonstrate this demand.  
To help us in this we would be very grateful if you could fill out the attached questionnaire about your broadband service and return it either at the Annual Parish Assembly on Friday 15 April at the Village Hall, or to Jude Le Patourel at the Old Rectory by Sunday 17 April.  (You can also find an electronic version of this survey on the village website at http://www.rodmell.net/ ). 
If you have any questions about this survey, or would like to talk more generally about broadband issues, please contact Jude on (07956 845 673).

Many thanks.

