HAT  FOR  BOYS 
Size 8 UK (4mm) needles, double knitting wool

Border:

Using size 8 (4mm) needles, cast on 79, 87, 95, 99 or 107 stitches (the 95 size is medium size)
Work 4, 4, 5, 5, 5, cms in k1 p1 rib.

P one row, decreasing 1, 2, 3, 0, 1 sts. evenly across row (78, 85, 92, 99, 106 sts.)

Work in st. st. starting with a knit row, until hat measures 14, 15, 15, 16, 16 cms. ending with a purl row.

Shape crown:

1st row: K1, *k2 tog, k5;  rep. from * to end (67, 73, 79, 85, 91) sts. 

2nd and every alternate row, purl.

3rd row: K1, *k2 tog., k4:  rep. from * to end. (56, 61, 66, 71, 76 sts.)

5th row: K1, *K2 tog. K3:  rep. from * to end  (45, 49, 53, 57, 61 sts.)

Continue to dec. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 sts. in this way on following 2 alt. rows (23, 25, 27, 29, 31 sts.).
Purl 1 row.

Next row: K1, *K2tog.  Rep. from * to end.

Break yarn leaving a few inches, thread through remaining. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 sts., draw up firmly and fasten off.

To fasten off, join back seam, reversing seam on rib border so that it is neat when folded back.

Variations to basic pattern:

Feel free to add your favourite knitting stitch pattern or use contrasting colours to add some interest to the hat.
Another simple way to add some interest to the hat is this stitch – which is very easy to do, and adds nice colour and texture to the work:
Main colour: Row 1 – k1, slip 1, k3, sl 1, k3, etc. across row.



Row 2 – same as row 2, but for the slip stitch, bring wool forward as if to purl.

Contrast:
Row 3 – using contrast colour, k3, sl 1, k3, sl 1, etc. across the row.



Row 4 – same as row 3, but for the slip stitch, bring wool forward as if to purl.



Repeat these 4 rows until desired size.

(i.e. all rows are knit, except for the slip stitch, which is done as a purl slip stitch on the wrong side.)  It’s really easy, and adds a nice textured pattern.
